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Sharing stories of God at work among us through our finances.

At St Mary’s, we want to take time to celebrate God’s provision
and the generosity of our church family.

In March 2026, we held our Gift
Days, which enabled us to continue
our mission and ministry and meet
a number of significant financial
needs. We estimate that St Mary’s
adds around £4 million of social
value to the local area each year,
through the many ways in which
our church serves Loughton and
beyond.

Our 2026 budget deficit of £45,000
was fully covered through the
generosity shown during the Gift
Days in March and April.

While we continue to apply for grants
wherever appropriate, the reality is
that the ministry of St Mary’s
depends significantly on the regular
and sacrificial generosity of our
church family.

It costs approximately £390,000 a
year to run St Mary’s – around £1,068
every day. We are grateful that, time
and again, God provides for His work
through His people.

Living Hope Assistant
The salary of our Living Hope Assistant was 
previously supported by a grant which came to an 
end earlier this year. Through the Gift Days, we 
raised £10,000, enabling us to continue this 
important role. We are now hopeful of receiving 
Church of England Strategic Mission Funding for 
2027, which would provide further support for this 
ministry.



Our Gift Days also raised a significant amount towards unbudgeted building costs.
We are grateful for the generosity that is enabling us to address these needs.

1. Entrance doors – We had applied for an accessibility grant to 
fund this repair but were unsuccessful. The £4,000 raised through
the Gift Days has therefore been used to pay for the work, which 
is now nearing completion.

2. Audio-visual cabling – £3,000 was raised towards new cabling for the church
projector. The PCC has now approved the work and it will be carried out as soon as
possible.

3. Lift compliance repairs – These have now been 
completed  Total cost: £2,500

4. Underfloor heating – The necessary repairs have now 
been completed. Total cost: £300

5. Prayer room repairs – Significant damp in the prayer room wall has been repaired.
cost: £2,000 so far with additional work on redecoration and repair ongoing.  

6. Church toilets – Redecoration was completed earlier this year. Total cost: £990.

7. Hope Centre redecoration – This work is still to 
be carried out.

8. Tree work – The necessary work will be completed 
by the end of this year. Estimated cost: £1,000.

9. LED lighting in church – We have raised most of the money needed to replace the
church LED lights. We intend to undertake this work when another light fails. The
previous estimate was £7,000, although this will need to be requoted and costs may
have increased.

10. Car park subsidence – The subsidence has worsened over the dry summer. We
are currently obtaining quotations for the necessary work, which we expect to be
significant. This remains outstanding.

11. Worship team equipment – We have reassessed our equipment needs and,
following that review, have not yet made any purchases.

Funding for our Church Buildings



St Mary’s Away Giving to  Mission Partners in 2026

Tearfund                                                   
Open Doors                                            
Every Life       
Evangelical Alliance                        
IJM                                                                           
Volunary Care         
New Wine          
Hope Now  - Adrian Bruce 
Solomon’s House - Sam and Anna Pollard (Church at Barking Riverside)
Myriad

Individuals:
Philippe
Wondamu    

Last year, we were able to secure more than £5,000
through the Mission Opportunities Fund. 

This supported a number of local churches with First
Aid training, enabled people to attend the New Wine
Leaders Conference, and provided good-quality
tablecloths for Café Hope and the Hope Centre.
 
This year, we are applying for a similar amount to
support a new Preaching Training Hub at St Mary’s, IT
provision and our Christmas outreach.

Mission Opportunities Fund

We gave away
a total of

£7,200 to these
mission
partners

Find out more about our mission 
partners on our website

New Wine Leaders Conference

Various tablecloths purchased



Other Grants received towards the mission of St Mary’s

These grants enable us to strengthen our service to the local community.
 
Loughton Town Council Grants
We are also grateful for support received through Loughton 
Town Council:
* St Mary’s: £900 for lights in the tree outside the church 
for Christmas
* Ignite: £350 for sensory equipment 
 

Grants received through Living Hope
Living Hope has also benefited from 
generous grant funding during the year:
* Loughton Town Council – £500
* Waitrose – £500
* Loughton Men's Institute – £2,000
 

Thankfulness

We are deeply grateful to every person and grant body that has helped support the
work of St Mary’s.

Ultimately, these figures tell a story of God's faithfulness and the generosity of His
people. We want to celebrate not simply the money that has been raised, but the
mission, ministry, people and communities that this generosity makes possible.

Ignite Card Makers
The Ignite card makers continue to do an amazing job. Since
January 2026, they have raised £881 through their card
sales, with all proceeds going towards Ignite.This is a
wonderful example of people using their gifts creatively and
practically to support the work of God in our community. 

Living Hope community
activies - Hope Supper

and Connect
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